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Vail Facts
Former United States President Gerald Ford and 

his wife, Betty Ford, owned a home in Vail.

The rich and famous often vacation in Vail. 
The chances of  you spotting a celebrity in Vail 

are pretty good. When you’re there, ask a local if  
any celebrities have been spotted around town.

The actual population of  Vail is quite small. 
The population estimate as of  July 31, 2014, 

according the U.S. Census Bureau, was 5,328.

The Town of  Vail operates the largest free public 
transportation system in the United States.

Vail enjoys more than 300 days of  sunshine every 
year. That, coupled with the low humidity,

means you and your pup 
will have some “great hair days!”
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Visiting Vail

f  Vail reminds you of  an Alpine village, it’s on purpose. The founders built a ski resort along Iwith a little village inspired by those found in Switzerland. Vail is young. The ski resort had its 
first season in 1962, with the Town of  Vail incorporating 4 years after in 1966. If  you love nature 

and outdoor sports, Vail is for you. But when you’re done for the day, you’ll want a little more and 
Vail does not disappoint. The après-ski is decidedly upscale and hip. There are lots of  places to enjoy 
good food and libations. Vail is also known for its cultural events, fly fishing, golf  and quaint 
shopping. This is a world-renowned tourist destination with all of  the amenities and entertainment 
that any human could want.

Dogs aren’t left out of  the fun, however. Vail is a very dog-friendly town. Most restaurants have 
outdoor seating that allow dogs. Many of  the shops welcome canine friends. Of  course, if  your dog 
is the adventurous type, you can take him hiking with you or for a little romp in the snow.

Before planning a trip to Vail with your dog be very aware of  the potential temperature during your 
stay. For example, in July and August, 75°F is the average a high with lows around 41°F. Winter can 
be quite cold. In January and February, the average high is 30°F with lows around 6°F. Remember, 
those are “average” temperatures - it can always get colder than the averages. Therefore, consider 
your ability to dine al fresco with your dog depending on the month you choose to visit. Also, be 
sure to pack gear for your dog accordingly.
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Antlers at Vail

Antlers at Vail
The Answer is Yes. What is the Question?

he Antlers at Vail was pet-friendly long before it was trendy to welcome dogs. Bud Benedict, Tthe Antlers’ first General Manager, would bring his dog to work and thought it a great idea 
for his guests to be able to do the same. Today, the Antlers at Vail not only welcomes dogs of  

all sizes, but pets of  all kinds. Past non-human guests have not only included dogs, but also cats, 
birds and even a snake.

The Antlers at Vail took the lead in welcoming dogs and now other properties in Vail have followed 
their example. But the Antlers at Vail has some unique offerings that the other lodging choices don’t 
have, starting with the people who work there. For example, the current General Manager, Rob 
LeVine, has worked at the Antlers since 1978. When the Antlers’ Executive Housekeeper retired, 
after working there from 1972 to 2009, the newly-added executive conference room was named in 
her honor. The conference room is now known as the Millie Barela Board Room. There’s just 
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Antlers at Vail

something “so right” going on in an organization 
that retains their employees for decades.

The Antlers’ ownership is unique. The Antlers at 
Vail consists of  90 individually-owned units. 
W h e n  t h e  ow n e r s  a r e n’ t  u s i n g  t h e i r 
condominiums for  the i r  own personal 
enjoyment, they rent them through The Antlers’ 
management. For the traveler, the experience is 
just like staying at any high-end hotel including the normal front desk, concierge, housekeeping and 
amenities that you’ll find anywhere else.

Because these condos are someone’s second home, you’ll feel right at home also. The smallest unit 
is almost two times the size of  the typical hotel room. Every unit has a full-kitchen stocked with the 
usual dishes, foil, plastic wrap and the like. In addition, if  your unit doesn’t have that special small 
appliance that you love, the Antlers likely already has it available upon request and at no charge for 
use during your stay. So if  you need a slow-cooker or cappuccino maker to make your visit 
complete, not to worry - they’ve got you covered. A full kitchen and actual living space comes in 
very handy for traveling families or for those dog owners who cook for their pups.
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There are no “surprise” fees at the Antlers. In 
fact, it’s astononishing how much is included 
in your stay. There are no resort fees. Wi-Fi is 
free. Parking is free. You’ll get to enjoy a 
c o m p l i m e n t a r y  Va i l  A t h l e t i c  C l u b 
membership during your stay. Enjoy free yoga 
classes twice a week. The list goes on and on. 
And yet there’s more. Want to use a GoPro 
camera to record your vacation? No problem, 

they’ve got one that they’ll loan you. Want a bicycle to get around town and go exploring? Just use 
the ones at the Antlers - they have free bike rentals. Forgot your snowshoes or sleds? No worries, 
they’ve got extras to loan out. Are you and your dog ready for a night in to just watch movies? Each 
unit has a DVD player and the Antlers has hundreds of  movies for you to choose from at no 
additional cost.

The Antlers has studio, 1-bedroom, 2-bedroom, 3-bedroom and 4-bedroom condos available for 
your stay. It’s up to the owners of  the units to decide whether or not their property is pet-friendly. 
About one-third of  them allow pets, but plan ahead as those units get rented quickly. In regards to 
ownership, most owners hold onto their units for years and years. Some even pass them down to 
their children. However, from time to time a few might come up for sale. Check the Antlers at Vail  
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Antlers at Vail

ownership page on their website for any current ownership opportunities.

For the real-world experience of  visiting the Antlers with your dog, we talked 
with General Manager, Rob LeVine. Rob is a like-minded invididual. He and 
his wife, Evelyn, rescued their dog Miley about 5 years ago. Miley is a pure-
bred Border Collie. She is a beautiful sable color with one brown eye and one 
blue eye. Miley was returned to a shelter that was closing its doors and 
consequently, Miley was going to be euthanized. Fortunately, one of  the 
shelter workers contacted Western Border Collie Rescue who got in touch 

with Evelyn. The shelter worker drove 4 hours and Evelyn drove another 4 to meet in order to rescue 
Miley. Miley’s original name was Smiley but Rob and Evelyn changed it because of  all the miles that 
were driven to save Miley.

When you go to the Antlers you might get to see Miley at work with Rob. Miley mostly stays home 
with Evelyn who works from home. But from time to time, Miley gets to enjoy a day at work with 
Rob. The picture here is an “action shot” of  Miley working hard in an executive chair at the Antlers 
at Vail. When at the Antlers and not working in the office, Miley can be found greeting guests. 
According to Rob, kids especially seem to love Miley. He thinks it’s because Miley is just so beautiful 
and has such strikingly pretty eyes.

If  “the guy at the top” loves his dog so much, you know he understands how you feel about yours. In 
fact, in the interview we did with Rob he talked about some of  his favorite canine guests. Below is 
the recording of  the actual interview we did with Rob so you can listen for yourself. My favorite part 
is when he talked about a couple who visit regularly with their Mastiff  and pug and what a funny 
pair those two best buddies make. The Antlers’ personality comes through in the interview. After 
all,  business practices and culture begin at the top. If  everyone else at the Antlers is only half  as nice 
and accommodating as Rob, you know your stay will be spectacular. Rob makes it a point to 
emphasize that the staff  do everything possible to make their guests feel very taken care of. As Rob 
likes to say, “The answer is yes. What is the question?” That says it all, doesn’t it? Listen below, 
you’ll love his interview!
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680 Lionshead Place Vail, Colorado (CO) 81657 USA

Toll Free: 1-888-268-5377 Local: 970-476-2471
Email: Info@antlersvail.com

����

http://www.antlersvail.com/
http://www.fb.com/AntlersVail
https://twitter.com/AntlersVail
https://plus.google.com/+Antlersvail/posts
http://www.antlersvail.com/blog
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g33676-d83495-Reviews-Antlers_at_Vail-Vail_Colorado.html



